
SM
MEDIA & EVENTS

Spread editorial 
4 pictures - 800 words

Full Page editorial 
1 picture - 550 words

Full Page editorial 
2 pictures - 550 words

Half Page editorial 
1 picture - 250 words

COPY DEADLINE 
31st May 2025

Please supply all editorial by email with photographs 
saved as high Resolution jpegs (minimum 300 pixels/inch) 
including relevant captions. 

Editorial Data

67www.imqs.ie

66 www.imqs.ie

ANNUAL REVIEW 2024ANNUAL REVIEW 2024

By the end of 1998 and into 1999, 

the company transitioned to a 

workshop in Crosspatrick, Kilkenny, 

situated between Arcon Mines and 

The Lisheen Mine in Tipperary. This 

move was pivotal in expanding our 

service offerings throughout Ireland 

and enhancing our capabilities 

in equipment maintenance and 

rebuilding. Launching operations 

and training personnel in specialized 

equipment is a formidable challenge, 

yet our close ties with the Sandvik 

Tampere factory in Finland proved 

invaluable. The steady influx of 

specialists from Finland to Ireland 

bolstered our expertise in equipment 

rebuilds, surface drilling training, 

and on-site mining services.

As time progressed, we relocated 

to facilities in Rathdowney and, 

subsequently, Portlaoise. Today we 

operate from a modern bespoke, highly 

spec’ed workshop and warehouse 

facility in Portlaoise, Co. Laois. The 

facility serves as a major repairs facility 

for our sister operations in the UK 

where we have similar onsite and field 

service support but major works take 

place in Ireland at our workshops. 

In response to our growing customer 

base and their increasingly critical 

demands, we have continuously evolved, 

developing our workforce, operations, 

and methodologies. The complexity 

and technical sophistication of our 

equipment necessitate our unwavering 

support for our customers’ businesses. 

In the highly competitive and rigorous 

sectors of mining and construction, 

the maintenance and repair of surface 

drilling equipment, on-site service and 

technical support, high precision rock 

tools, dependable spare parts supply, our 

team’s expertise, component rebuilds 

and repairs, local inventory, and the 

option for machine rebuilds are essential 

for the operational success of our 

customers. Initiative-taking maintenance 

services are the bedrock of equipment 

reliability. Sandvik’s comprehensive 

maintenance program is designed 

to avert breakdowns and prolong 

machinery life. Routine maintenance 

inspections, prompt repairs, and regular 

monitoring are integral to our strategy 

to optimize uptime and readiness.

The 2nd of December 1996 marked a day in Sandvik’s global footprint when  

Sandvik Tamrock OY registered as a legal entity in Ireland. In those early days, Sandvik 

Tamrock Irish Branch initially started its operations in Portarlington in Co. Laois  

alongside an on-site full-service contract at Arcon Mines, in Galmoy, Kilkenny.

Sandvik 
Ireland - 

Through the 
Rock, Through 

the Years
17 tonne Loader before rebuild. 17 tonne Loader after rebuild.

When equipment nears the end of its 

initial service life, Sandvik presents 

“ReBorn” machine rebuilds as an 

economical alternative to new purchases. 

This process involves meticulous 

inspections, part replacements, system 

updates with innovative technology, 

and stringent testing to uphold high-

quality standards. Not only does this 

extend the machinery’s lifespan, but it 

also boosts its performance to rival or 

surpass new models. The benefits of 

Sandvik’s “ReBorn” program include:

• Cost Savings: Depending on customer 

budgets, rebuilding can be more cost-

effective than buying new, enabling 

more efficient resource allocation.

• Sustainability: Opting for rebuilds 

aids environmental conservation 

by minimizing waste and raw 

material consumption.

• Customization: Our rebuild services 

allow for machinery customization 

to meet unique operational 

requirements, incorporating the 

latest technological advancements.

• Technology Upgrades: Outdated 

models can be modernized to 

the latest specifications with 

support from the factory and 

necessary liability approvals.

Our commitment to maintenance 

and rebuild services reflects our deep 

understanding of industry needs. By 

offering these vital services, we ensure 

that our customers in mining and 

construction can maintain smooth, 

safe, and efficient operations, with an 

emphasis on cost-effectiveness and 

sustainability. As the industry progresses, 

Sandvik’s dedication to innovation 

and customer service solidifies our 

position as a leader in the field.

Our daily operations also encompass 

the sale of new equipment for both 

underground and surface drilling. In 

our consultations with our existing and 

current customers, we delve into the 

specifics of our offering and underscore 

the substantial advantages that the most 

recent technological advancements, 

backed by OEM expertise, offer to 

our customers. Including our service 

offering, bundle deals and financing, 

we can assist in building a package to 

suit all customer needs and budgets.

The development of our team in Ireland 

has led to some of our current team 

members becoming key personnel to 

the success of Sandvik operations in 

the wider sales area of North Europe, 

whether it’s BEV load and haul trucks 

and loaders in Norway or underground 

drills in Sweden or technical and 

operational trainings and expertise in 

Bulgaria, Poland and Germany. Today 

we are in the midst of recruiting and 

developing the next generation of people 

in Ireland to ensure our customers 

success continues to be achieved. 

A phrase that I always use is…. “a 

successful business for our customer 

means that we are successful too.”

SANDVIK IRELAND
Supporting our Irish customer base 

in both the surface and underground 

extractive industries since 1996 with 

technical support and operating from 

our midlands workshops over the 

past 27 years, since 1997. With a high 

emphasis on Environment Health and 

Safety, a product range of quality 

products, parts and services and an 

exceptionally skilled workforce, our 

customer support continues today 

from our Portlaoise facility, where we 

strive to deliver tomorrow’s needs, 

today in Ireland and around Europe.

Mining Equipment, Parts & Services 

(rocktechnology.sandvik)

Contact map (rocktechnology.sandvik)

Sandvik Service Van at site works in Ireland.

Sandvik’s Automated BEV loader - LH518iB.

Sandvik DI650i Leopard 
in operation.

OPERATIONS MANAGER UK & 
IRELAND – SALES TERRITORY 
CEU & UK/IRELAND
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To begin, I would like to thank 
all who have contributed articles 
and advertisements to make this 
another successful publication.
I would also like to complement the 
IMQS Editorial Committee and Four-
Square Media for the excellent work 
and cooperation while compiling 
and publishing this review.
The following is a brief summary of 
the Society’s main activities since our 
last publication. More detail is available 
in the Honrary Secretary’s report.
2024 has been another busy year for 
our society. As well as our annual events, 
The Annual Field Trip (Glengowla Mines), 
The Annual Dinner Dance (photos on the 
IMQS web site) and The Annual Review 
2024 (viewable on the IMQS web Site), 
we have continued to engage with our 
members and other organisations on 
behalf of ourselves and our members.
In 2024 we inaugurated the IMQS 
Bursary, to offer financial assistance 
to individuals studying to gain a 
qualification working individuals 
improving their knowledge in a 
subject, related to the Mining, 
Quarrying or Extractives Industries.
Seven Apprentices completed the 
GeoDrilling Course at South East 
Technological University (SETU), formerly 
Carlow IT, this academic year. However, 
with the temporary closure of Tara 
Mines in 2023/2024, the GeoDrilling 
Apprenticeship for 2025 has been 
paused. The IMQS GeoDrilling Steering 

Committee is in discussion with SETU, 
regarding future developments.
The IMQS continues to recognise 
outstanding Apprentices each year 
by awarding two Silver Medals. 
The recipients in 2024 were 
Jason Rehill of GSI and Conor 
Horan of Causeway Geotech.
Update - Boliden Tara Mines is in the 
process of re-opening. From Boliden’s 
Q2 Report - ‘Ramp up of production 
[in Tara] will start during the fourth 
quarter of 2024. Production, at an 
annual rate of 1.8m tonnes, is expected 
from the first quarter of 2025.’
We have arranged a number of 
Technical Talks to coincide with our 
Council meetings. The presentations 
have yet to be confirmed so please 
check our web site and social 
media platforms for updates.
The IMQS is a supporting partner of the 
upcoming Financial Times Mining Summit 
to be held in London in September 
2024. The theme of the summit is 
“Growing the low-carbon value chain”. 
The 5th edition of the FT Mining Summit 
will gather the sector’s leading miners, 
financiers and policymakers to tackle 
this challenge head on, through thought-
provoking keynote interviews and lively 
debates, all whilst setting the agenda for 
the London Metal Week (LME) ahead. 
More details on the IMQS web site or 
at the Financial Times web page.
The IMQS will represent Ireland at the 
ABMEC Conference and Exhibition 

in Oxford, UK, in November 2024. 
ABMEC are the only trade association 
representing the British mining supply 
chain, and this year they are delivering 
the conference in collaboration 
with MAUK, the UK Mining Association 
representing Mine Operators.
Our LinkedIn page has over 
2,300 followers with an average 
of 10 new followers per week. 
We are also very active on our 
other social media platforms.
Behind the scenes, Nicola Nixon 
(Executive Secretary and Immediate 
Past President) and Liam O’Shea 
(Treasurer), have put in a lot of hard 
work getting our financial structure, 
website and IT systems to a better place.
Many thanks to the IMQS Council, past 
and present, for supporting me in my 
role. The society is a combined effort 
and everyone plays an integral part.
Finally, a sincere thanks to all of the 
IMQS members for your support. 
We are a voluntary organisation 
and rely on this support to continue 
to promote and represent Mining 
and Quarrying in Ireland.

As president of the IMQS, I am delighted that you have  taken the time to read our Annual Review.

Message from  
the President

President 
IMQS
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